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Egg  production  per  farm  in  IQim  was  about  four-fifths  greater  than  in  1934.  This 
'esulted  from  an  increase  in  the  size  of  poultry  farms,  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
farms  producing  eggs.  (See  Figure  2.)  Total  egg  output  in  the  United  States  also  rose 
sharply  from  1934  to  19411. 

with  -\9reater  proportion  of  egg  output  is  coming  from  large  farms.  In  1934,  farms 
w'^n  200  or  more  chickens  produced  38  percent  of  the  eggs.  By  1944,  nearly  one-half  of 
the  egg  production  occurred  on  farms  having  200  or  more  birds. 
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The  Poultry  and  Igg  Situation  at  a  Olance 


Iten                            '.  Unit 

Month 

Average 
1937-^ 

191*7 

l9Ug 

Month 

Average 
1937-1+6 

19I+7 

19H8 

CoaaentE  about  I9I+8 

Continues  at  a  record. 

Exceeds  any  year  Irat  191+7 

Tar  telow  last  year  as  no 
purchases  by  USDA. 

Average  niam'ber  of  layers  on  farms  ..:  Million 
Apparent  civilian  per  capita  : 

Feh.    327.2    U0O.5  393.6 

367.0  3S6.0  379.9 

■         10.6      12.U     12. U 

"       27.1     33.2  3U.0 
"         — -       3U.3  25.8 

"         —       13.2  1.0 

Mar.    1+61.1+    513.1  507.8 
357.2    375.0  365.9 
15.1+      I6.U  16.6 

"      33.'*    1*0.1  39.0 

57.3 

"    11.2 

Prices  received  by  farmers 


Prices  received  by  fanners  as  a 

percentage  of  parity   

Retail  price  (BAi;)   


Eg(»-feed  ratio   

Stocks:  1/ 

Shell   

Frozen  

Dried   

Chicks  hatched   

Chicks  and  young  chickens  on 
farm  8  1/   


Farm  price  of  poultry  ration 


Prices  received  by  farmers  for 
chickens  


Prices  received  by  fanners  as  a 
percentage  of  parity   


Hetall  price  of  chickens  (BAE) 

f xlces  rec«ived      f&ra«rs  for 
turkey*  


Stocks;  1/ 
Poultry,  excluding  turkeys 
Turkeys   

Chicken-feed  ratio   

5urkey-feed  ratio   


Heceipts  of  poultry  at  Cencral 
Western  Primary  Market,  per  plant 


doz. 

Mar. 

23.9 

1+0.1 

1+2.6 

Apr. 

23.7 

1+0.8 

:  Percent 
Ct.  per 

doz. 
Lb. feed 

II 

Jan. 
Mar. 

81 

39.1* 

10,6 

97 

57.5 
10.6 

92 

68.8 
9.2 

n 

Feb. 
Apr. 

80 
10. u 

97 

53.8 
10.1+ 

60.6  : 

1,000 
cases 

Feb. 

676 

"221 

37U 

Mar. 

2.075 

508 

1,131+ 

n 

H 

1,822 

1.962 

3.218 

n 

2,500 

2.632 

3,828  1 

Mil.  lb. 

II 

11*.  3 

27.6 

11 

31.0 

11.8  : 

Million 

n 

95.7 

122.2  ' 

95.8 

It 

215.6 

255.9 

209.3  ! 

• 

n 

R 

180.0 

208.6 

158.7  : 

Dollars 

n 

2.23 

3.1*3 

i*.55 

H 

2.25 

3.77 

U.65! 

Poultry  : 

Ct.  per 
lb. 

Mar. 

18.5 

26.6 

27.2 

i^r. 

19.1 

27.7 

Percent 

n 

110 

103 

96 

II 

112 

106 

Ot.  per 
lb. 

Jan. 

3I+.9 

52.9 

56.9 

Feb. 

31*.  8 

1*9.9 

55.5  i 

II 

Mar. 

22.2 

29.7 

37.0 

Apr. 

22.0 

30.0 

Mil.  lb. 

Feb. 

118.2 

157.7 

192.1+ 

Mar. 

136.0 

133.7 

151.1  1 

n 

n 

5l*.3 

126.2 

70.0 

N 

UI+.5 

108.8 

55.0  : 

Lb.  feed 

Mar, 

s.u 

7.1 

5.8 

Apr. 

8.5 

7.1 

H 

• 

9.S 

7.9 

8.0 

n 

9.6 

7.7 

1,000 
lbs. 

Feb. 

7.6 

i*.9 

8.8 

Mar. 

5.9 

1*.5 

1+.2  i 

Ahead  of  any  March. 
Above  BV)5!pTt  levels. 


Less  favorable  than 
in  19U7. 


April  In-covement  about  120 
percent  ahead  of  l<9li7. 

Increase  above  last  year 
Is  Sovemment  holdings. 


Iggs  in  incubators  Apr.  1 
was  11  percent  belov  that 
of  ^ril  1,  19I+7. 


Ixceeded  any  previous  March . 


A  record. 


1/  Knd  of  month. 
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Farmers  received  an  average  of  42,6  cents  per  dozen  for  their  eggs 
in  mid-March,  2,5  cents  more  than  on  March  15,  1947  and  the  highest  price 
on  record  for  the  month.    Egg  prices  are  likely  to  continue  above  last  year, 
reflecting  smaller  production  and  continued  strong  demand.     If  farmers  carry 
out  their  intentions  to  plant  feed  grains  and  if  yields  are  about  average, 
the  relation  betv;een  egg  and  feed  prices  in  the  last  half  of  1948  will  be 
more  favorable  to  producers  than  in  the  last  half ■ of  1947. 

Although  egg  production  in  each  of  the  next  three  quarters  is  ex- 
pected to  be  from  3  to  8  percent  less  than  in  the  same  quarters  of  1947, 
supplies  for  domestic  use  will  not  be  correspondingly  lov;-er.     In  the  second 
quarter,  supplies  for  domestic  use  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year, 
since  little,  if  any,  purchasing  will  be  done  by  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  export.     In  April- June  1947,  the  Department  bought  135  mil- 
lion dozen  of  shell  egg  equivalent.     In  the  third  and  fourth  quarters,  sup- 
plies will  be  only  about  2  to  5  percent  less  than  in  1947  since  more  ^eggs 
will  be  available  "from  cold  storage.    Egg  consumption' in  the  first  quarter 
of  1948  was  about  107  per  person,  the  same  as  last  year  and  a  record  for  the 
quarter. 

The  United  States  laying  flock  at  the  beginning  of  1949  is  expected 
to  be  about  5  percent  smaller  than  on  January  1,  1948.     Commercial  hatchings 
are  ci-irrently  about  one-^tenth  below  last  year.    The  number  of  chicks  and 
young  chickens  on  farms  this  April  1  was  24  percent  below  the  previous 
April  1,    But  the  average  niomber  of  layers  on  farms  in  March  was  2  percent 
beloiT  last  year. 
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On  January  1,  1948,  428  million  hens  and  pullets  were  on  farms, 
2  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier  and  20  percent  helow  the  peal:  of 
January  1,  1944.    The  decline  in  poultry  numbers  is  part  of  the  adjust- 
ment of  livestoci:  nunhers  to  smaller  feed  supplies  and  higher  feed  prices. 
But  substantial  differences  have  occurred  among  regions  in  the  size  of  the 
laying  flocks.     In  the  IJorth  Atlantic  States,  c'.iicken  numbers  have  changed 
little  in  recent  years  and  are  substantially  above  prei'.'-ar.     On  the  other 
hand,  nurabers  in  the  North  Central  States  are  about  the  same  as  those  of 
the  late  trrenties,  20  percent  above  the  late  thirties  and  17  percent  below 
1944.     In  the  '.Testern  States,  laying  flocks  are  slightly  below  those  of  the 
late  t\7enties  and  early  thirties.    There  has  been  a  very  substantial  increase 
in  the  rate  of  lay  in  the  nation's  laying  flock.    For  instance,  although  the 
size  of  the  laying  flock  was  about  the  sane  at  the  beginning  of  1928,  1942 
and  1947  egg  production  in  1947  was  14  percent  above  1942  and  43  percent 
above  1928.    Regionally,  the  sharpest  rises  in  the  rate  occurred  in  the 
Ilorth  Central  and  Northeastern  States. 

Corsmercial  broiler  production  is  increasing  despite  relatively  low 
prices.    Tliis  largely  results  from  the  increased  efficiency  in  unit  out- 
put per  pound  of  feed.     In  1947,  the  number  of  commercial  broilers  produced 
vj^as  283  million,  3  percent  above  1946.    Prices  received  by  broiler  growers 
were  one-half  cent  a  pound  less  while  feed  prices  averaged  20  percent  higher. 

Egg  production  per  farm  in  1944,  based  on  Census  data,  v;-as  about 
80  percent  greater  than  in  1934.    Regional  increases  ranged  from  20  percent 
for  the  Pacific  States  to  150  percent  for  the  Tlest  South  Central.    The  in- 
crease in  production  per  farm  is  partly  due  to  a  shift  from,  small  units  with 
less  than  50  birds  to  large  xmits  i.dth  m-ore  tlian  200  birds. 


OUTLOOK 

D emand  for  Eggs  Continues  Strong 

Demand  for  eggs  v^as  stronger  during  the  first  quarter  of  1948  than 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1947.     Per  capita  consumption  from  January  through 
llarch  1948  was  nearly  107  eggs  .per  person.    This  is  approximately  the  same 
as  the  first  quarter  of  1947  vdiich  was  a  record  high.     Farmers'  prices  for 
eggs  from  January  tlirough  March  averaged  45,-4  cents  per  dozen,  14  percent 
above  the  first  quarter  of  1947.     In  mid-I!arch  they  were  42.6  cents  a  dozen, 
2,5  cents  above  liarch  1947,  and  higher  than  in  any  other  March.     For  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year,  prices  received  by  farmers  averaged  90  percent 
of  parity. 

Egg  prices  at  least  for  the  next  t^To  quarters  of  1948,  are  likely 
to  average  moderately  higher  than  in  the  same  quarters  of  1947.    The  pros- 
pect that  consumer  incomes  v;-ill  decline  little,  if  any,  during  the  remainder 
of  1943  will  tend  to  keep  demand  strong.    Another  factor  that  will  tend  to 
keep  eg-  prices  above  1947,  particularly  during  the  second  quarter,  is  the 
strong  storage  demand  for  shell  eggs.     (See  February-March,'  Poultry  and  Egg 
Situation.  )     Ilov^ever,  the  seasonal  rise  from  March  and  April  to  November  and 
December  may  not  be  as  great  as  the  40  percent  rise  of  last  year. 
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Egg  Supplies  to  Remain  Ivloderately  ' 
Belovi  1947 

Smaller  supplies  of  eggs  and  meats  than  last  year  will  strengthen  egg 
prices  during  the  remainder  of  1948,    Meat  supplies  during  each  of  the  next 
three  quarters  ivill  be  about  10  percent  below  those  of  the  same  quarters  of 
1947.    Egg  production  during  the  next  three  quarters  probably  will  be  3  to 
8  percent  below  the  same  quarters  of  1947,     Egg  production  during  tlie  first 
quarter  of  1948  totaled  1,263  million  dozen,  30  million  dozen  below  the 
January-i larch  1947  output.     But  consmiption  was  about  the  same  this  year  as 
no  purchases  of  eggs  for  price  support  or  export  were  made  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture^ 

The  United  States  Departraent  of  Agriculture  may  not  buy  any  eggs  for 
price  support  in  April-June,    If  purchases  are  required,  they  will  be  much 
smaller  than  in  the  second  quarter  of  1947c     This  will  permit  about  as  many 
eggs  for  current  consumption  even  ?d.  th  a  larger  into-storage  movement  in  the 
second  quarter  of  thJ.  s  year  as  in  the  same  period  of  1947,    During  April-June 
1947  the  USDA  purchased  135  million  dozen  equivalent  of  shell  eggs  for  'price 
support,     Tliis  year  the  Department  has  not  purchased  any  eggs  for  price 
support  or  export  since  egg  prices  have  been  averaging  90  percent  of  parity, 
the  minimum  required  by  the  Steagall  Amendment,    In  fact,  the  "Department  has 
sold  some  of  the  Government  owned  frozen  eggs  for  export  only. 

During  the  last  6  months  of  1948,  egg  supplies  are  likely  to  be  2  to 
5  percent  below  the  same  period  of  1947.    More  shell  eggs  from  cold  storage 
will  be  available  for  domestic  use  than  in  1947*     The  into-storage  movement 
of  shell  eggs  during  March  and  April  was  about  double  last  year's.  On 
April  1,  cold  storage  stocks  of  shell  eggs  were  1, 2  million  .cases,  626,000 
mor.e  than  a  year  earlier. 

Commercial  into-storage  movement  of  frozen  eg-':s  has  been  about  as 
large  as  last  year.     Total  frozen  stocks,  however,  are  larger  but  the  differ- 
ence is  represented  largely  by  Government  holdings. 

Egg-Feed  Price  Ratio  Likely  to  Im.prove 

The  relation  betv/een  egg  prices  and  feed  prices  during  the  last  half 
of  1948  vfill  be  more  favorable  to  egg  producers  than  in  the  last  half  of 
1947,  if  the  farmers  carry  out  their  planting  intentions  and  yields  are 
average.    On  March  1,  farmers  planned  to  increase  the  total  acreage  of  four 
principal  feed  grains  about  3  percent  over  1947.    If  yields  are  about  the.  ■ 
same  as  the  1942-46  average,  total  1948  production  of  the  four  principal 
feed  grains  would  be  about  116  million  tons,  21  percent  larger  than  in  1947. 
The  total  supply  of  the  feed  grains,  however,  yfould  be  only  about  13  percent 
■larger  than  last  year  since  the  carry-over  into  1948-49  will  be  much  less. 
With  a  smaller  number-  of  livestock  in  prospect  for  1948-49;.  feed  grain 
supplies  per  grain-con sur.iing  unit  would  be  around  10  to  15  percent  greater 
in  1948-49  than  in  1947-48. 

These  increases  in  feed  supplies  will  tend  to  lov^er  feed  prices  dur- 
ing the  coming  fall  and  winter.    With  egg  prices  higher  thian  last  year  and 
feed  prices  lov;er,  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  may  be  at  least  10  percent  higher 
in  the  second  half  of  1948  than  in  the  second  half  of  1947,    In  mid -March, 
the  egg-feed  price  ratio  was  13  percent  below  March  1947  and  considerably 
below  the  average  for  that  month,  ■ 
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Poultry  numbers  Declining 


There  v/ere  428  nillion  hens  and  pullets  cn  farms  January  1,  1948, 
This  \-JB.s  2  percent  fewer  than  on  January  1,  1947.    By  the  heginning  of 
1949,  the  size  of  the  National  laying  flock  may  be  dovm  another  5' percent. 

The  number  of  chicks  and  young  chickens  on  farms  April  1,  1948  Y:as 
159  million,  24  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    On  the  basis  of  recent 
hatchery  reports,  the  output  of  baby  chicks  during  April  and  Hay  is  likely 
to  be  about  10  percent  less  than  in  1947,    These  figures  indicate  at  least 
a  10  to  15  percent  reduction  from  1947  in  the  nimber  of  chickens  raised  in 
1948, 

The  decline  in  poultry  numbers  is  part  of  the  over-all  adjustment 
of  livestock  numbers  to  smaller  feed  supplies  and  higher  feed  prices. 
The  supply  of  feed  concentrates  per  grain- consuming  animal  unit  for  the 
current  feeding  year  is  11  percent  below  1946-47,     Livestock  nvuabers  have 
been  declining  steadily  since  1944.     On  January  1,  1948,  the  number  of 
anii.ial  units  was  133  million,  4  percent  belov;-  a  year  earlier  and  23  per- 
cent belov;  the  1944  peak. 

Area  Adjustments  in  Poultry  numbers 


The  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  1948  was 
20  percent  belo\v  the  peak  in  1944,  the  same  as  in  1942,  about  15  percent 
above  1935-39  (table  l).    There  have  been,  however,  pronoujaced  regional  shifts 
in  poultry  nurabers.    At  the  begir_ning  of  1948  the  number  of  chickens  in  the 
North  Atlantic  area  was  only  slightly  below  the  r/artime  peaks  but  about 
50  percent  higher  than  in- the  late  t\Tenties  and  thirties.    The  number  of 
layers  in  this  area  moved  steadily  upvTard  from  1933  to  1944,     In  contrast, 
the  South  Central  and  Yfestern  regions  shov;  little  change  in  niunbers  of  layers 
from  those  of  the  late  ti^'-enties,  but  have  slightly  more  than  in  the  late 
thirties.     On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  birds  in  the  East  North  Central 
region  v/as  about  the  same  as  in  the  late  thirties  and  someivhat  less  than  in 
the  late  twenties. 

In  the  I'Test  North  Central  area,  sharp  changes  in  poultrry  numbers 
occurred  in  the  late  thii'ties  and  early  forties.    Because  of  the  droughts, 
the  number  of  layers  bv  1938  was  one-fourth  belov;-  that  of  the  late  tv^enties. 
Beginning  with  1939,  numbers  rose  and  by  1944  were  50  percent  higher  than 
in  1938.    A  decrease  of  about  20  percent  has  occurred  since  1944,  jm 

Area  Changes  in  Egg  Production  ^ 

Egg  production  in  1947  was  14  percent  higher  than  in  1942  and  43  per- 
cent higher  than  in  1928,  even  though  the  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms* 
the  beginning  of  each  of  t]ie  3  years  v;as  nearly  the  same.    The  astounding 
increases  in  output  were  due  to  the  rising  rate  of  lay.     Production  per  hen  . 
and  pullet  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  1947,  v/as  127  eggs  compared  with  | 
114  in  1942  and  91  in  1G28.     (Table  2,)    The  rate  of  lay  wa-s  fairly  steady  } 
in  the  late  1920' s  and  early  1930' s.    But  since  1934,  it  has  increased  at  an  avet 
age  rat©     of  3  percent  por  year.    This  resulted  from:   (l)  better  breeding,  j 
(2)  bet-cer  m.anagem.ent ,   (3)  better  feeding,  and  (4)  the  shift  from  farm 
hatchings  to  co:nm-ercial  hatchings  v;hich  resulted  in  a  more  rapid  disseminatiGS 
of  improved  strains,  .-J 
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Table  1.-  Potantliil  layart  on  fans*  January  1,  0.  S.  and  by  raglone,  igSJ-US. 


Tear 

:        0.  S. 

1  : 
1        S.  A.  1 

1  : 

1 

B.H.C.  1 

1 

W.B.O. 

E.  Atl. 

1 

'      s.  c. 
t 

West. 

1925   

:  96.2 

99.5 

99.7 

97.7 

97.5 

92.U 

86.3 

1926   

...... 

:  9T.0 

99.W 

100.1 

99.0 

95.7 

93.1 

90.5 

1927   

1  102.2 

100.2 

103.2 

102.0 

101.7 

103.6 

100.1 

1928   

1  105,3 

102.9 

101.5 

101.7 

107.6 

110.3 

113.7 

1929  

•■  99.3 

98.0 

95.5 

99.6 

97.5 

100,6 

log.u 

1930  

t  103.6 

103.2 

98.2 

105.7 

99.0 

103.1* 

m.7 

1931   

'  59.0 

96.6 

96.9 

99.1* 

93.5 

97.0 

111*.  6 

1932   

:  95.1 

96.8 

93.9 

93.1* 

92.8 

95.1* 

102.2 

1933   

:  96.3 

99.5 

95.6 

93.1* 

95.1 

100,0 

95.9 

1931*   

1      91*. 9 

100.5 

97.2 

93.9 

89.0 

93.1 

96.7 

1935  

I  86.3 

96.8 

83.8 

80.0 

86.6 

86.3 

88.5 

1936  

1  89,3 

101.1 

93.3 

81.9 

88.7 

92.7 

1937  

•  93.6 

111.9 

95.8 

81. 9 

9U,S. 

96.3 

98.0 

1938  

:  87.0 

103.1* 

87.0 

76.1 

87.7 

91.3 

92.6 

1939  

igito  

!  92.9 

110.2 

89.6 

86.2 

92.7 

97.9 

89.0 

:  96.7 

116.  B 

92.1 

90.7 

95.1 

101.2 

96.0 

19U1  

1  93.9 

113.1 

90.3 

89.3 

92.9 

95.9 

92.3 

19U2  

1  105.1* 

123.9 

97.0 

102.7 

102.3 

lll.U 

103.5 

191*3  

1  120.5 

1U5.0 

107.0 

121.2 

112.9 

128.6 

U2.1 

19U1*  

1  129.0 

159.5 

113.3 

127.5 

126,0 

137.0 

121.7 

191*5  

1    116. T 

150.1* 

102.8 

115.9 

116.7 

120,2 

106.5 

191*6  

!  116.8 

151+.7 

103.8 

115.0 

115.7 

118.1* 

108. 3 

191*7  

'  107.3 

lUs.o 

97.1 

106. 8 

107.9 

IOI+.3 

99.6 

19U8  

1  105.1* 

1U6,3 

95.8 

103.8 

101.5 

100.4 

101.6 

IsUe  2.-  17wDber  of  (ggi  produoad  par  hen  and  pullet  on  farza,  January  1,  United  Statei, 

and  by  reglont,  1925-1*7 

(lodax  nunbera  1929-29  ■  100)  

I                   I                   I                   I                   I  I  t 
Tear               1       U.  8,      1       N.  A,      I       E.V.C.     I       W.B.O.    I  S.  Atl.  I       S.  0.      I  Waat. 
 I  I                  I  !  I  I  I  

I 

1925   '      97.2            98.3             96.8            96.8  97.7  96.3  97.7 

1926   1     102.6            99.3            101. 1          101. U  102.3  106.1  I0l*.7 

1927  1     100.1*            100.2              100.0            100,2  10l*.7  103.7  99.5 

1928   1      98.3           98.1*            98.9          100.2  96.5  95.1  96.0 

1929   ;     101.5          ^°3''            ^°3.2          101, U  98.8  98.8  102.1 

1930                            100.&          102.0            103.8          lOl.U  97.7  93.9  101.2 

1931   1     103.7          106.6            106.1*          103.7  101.2  98.8  102.9 

1932  1     101.5            106.6             IOU.3              97.9  101.2  100.0  102.1 

1933   1      98.3          105.6            101.1            97.9  101.2  9X.5  100.3 

1931*  '     96.1          105.6            97.9           97.9  96.9  91.5  102.1 

1935  1    103.7          112.0           107.1*          100.2  98.8  97.6  10U.7 

1936   1      102,6             112.9               IOU.3               95.6  101.2  98.8  109.0 


1937  I     106.9  113.8  109.6  103.7         103.5  100.0  109.J 

1938   1      IIU.5  120.2  116.0  116.1*  110.5  VS.i  lO&.k 

1939  1      111.2  118. U  116.0  U2.9  105.8  104.9  106.1* 


191*0  1  109,1  117.5  113.8  U0.6  107.0  100,0  103.8 

191*1   1  U8.8  125,6  122,3  122.1  109.3  113.1*  109.0 

19U2  !  123.1  128.1*  126.6  130.2  IIU.O  115.9  108.1 

191*3  !  121.0  123.0  1A.5  126.7  112-8  114.6  110.7 

191*4  !  121.0  123.0  126.6  129.0  109.3  li3.it  110.7 

191*5  ••  127.1*  121.1  ijlt.o  139.1*  1X6.3  119.5  115.1 

191*6  1  126,3  122.0  133.0  »l,7  115.1  114.6  113.3 

191*7  :  137.1  138.1*  TMS.i  l'*8.6  120,9  122.0  123,7 


Table         Farm  egg  production.  United  States,  and  by  regions,  1925-47 


Year             :     VI.  S.  1 
:  1 

H.  A. 

1 

z.ir.c.  1 
: 

W.H.C. 

• 

3.  Atl. 

1     s.  c. 

! 

1 

1  West, 
t 

1925  . 

 '  33.3 

97.8 

96.5 

91*.  4 

95.1* 

89.2 

84, U 

1926  .. 

 :  99.4 

98.7 

101.5 

100.6 

98.6 

98.7 

9i*.7 

1927  . . 

 !  103,0 

100.6 

102.9 

101.8 

106.2 

107.7 

39.1* 

1928  . 

 ;  103.1 

101.1 

100.6 

102.0 

103.9 

10U.7 

109.7 

1929  .. 

 1  101.2 

101.8 

98.5 

101.2 

95.9 

99.7 

111.6 

1930  .. 

 :  10U.2 

105.6 

101.8 

107.1* 

96.8 

97.2 

116.2 

1931  .. 

 :  102,8 

103.2 

103.0 

103.1 

9i*.i* 

95.7 

118.U 

1932  . . 

 !  96.8 

103.5 

91.1 

9l».2 

95.5 

10U.5 

1933  .. 

 1       91*. 7 

105.0 

1:5 

91.1* 

91.1* 

91.3 

96.U 

1931*  . 

 !  91.8 

105.9 

35.6 

85.9 

86,5 

81*. 8 

91.8 

193;  . 

 •■  89.7 

108.5 

95.5 

79.9 

86.0 

81*. 6 

92.7 

1936  . . 

 ■■  92.1 

114.0 

97.7 

77.9 

89.5 

87.7 

101.3 

1337  .. 

 :  100.2 

127.6 

10l*,8 

8U.7 

97.3 

96.2 

107.9 

1938  . 

 !  99-7 

12U.1 

101.1 

88.4 

97.0 

100.7 

98,5 

1939  .. 

 :  103.6 

130.8 

loU.i 

97.5 

97.9 

102.6 

9l*.6 

19U0  .. 

 •■  105.9 

136.7 

105.0 

100.3 

101.4 

100.7 

99.5 

191*1  .. 

 !  111.7 

142.9 

110.7 

108.6 

101,7 

108. U 

100.8 

19U2  .. 

 !  129.6 

159.3 

123.0 

133.8 

154.1 

116.7 

128.7 

112.3 

 '  11*5.5 

178.5 

133.1* 

128.0 

146.8 

12U.3 

191*^  *. 

 :  156.1 

196.0 

143.3 

163.8 

138.0 

155.2 

156.1 

191*5  .. 

 :  11*9,0 

181.9 

138.4 

161.5 

135.3 

143.9 

li»9.0 

191*6  . . 

 !  ii»e.3 

187.5 

138. u 

162.6 

133.1* 

135.2 

122.5 

191*7  .. 

 :  1U7.5 

197.9 

139.6 

159.5 

131.6 

128,3 

122.0 
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The  changes  aF.ong  regions  in  the  rate  of  lay  are  even  more  striking. 
Compared  v/ith  the  later  1920' s,  the  East  and  West  IJorth  Central  States  have 
shovm  increases  of  42  and  48  percent,  respectively.  The  Forth  Atlantic 
region  has  increased  almost  40  percent.  On  the  other  l-iand,  increases  in  the 
South  Atl'?.ntic,  South  Central,  and  "Testern  areas  have  teen  only  about  one- 
fifth. 

Because  of  an  increase  in  the  n'omber  of  potential  layers  and  the 
sharp  rise  in  the  rate  of  lay,  1947  egg  production  in  the  North  Atlantic 
region  i7as  about  double  tliat  of  the  late  1920's.     In  all  other  areas,  the 
increases  since  the  late  1920' s  has  been  duo  mainly  to  the  rising  rate  of 
lay.     Production  in  the  West  I'lorth  Central  area  in  1947  yia.s  about  60  per- 
cnet  above  the  late  1920 's  and  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  East  ITorth  Central 
regions  30  to  40  percent  higher.     In  the  ITestern  and  South  Central  areas, 
the  rise  since  the  late  1920' s  has  been  20  and  28  percent,  respectively'-. 

Conjiercial  Broiler  Output  for  1947 
Increo.ses  Despite  Lov/or  Prices 


Placement  of  chicks  on  farms  for  broiler  raising  during  February  and 
Llarch  v/as  running  about  15  percent  ahead  of  the  sarie  month  of  1947.  This 
occurred  despite  the  fact  that  relation  bet'./een  broiler  prices  and  feed  price 
rias  not  been  as  favorable  as  in  early  1947.    Broiler  prices  for  the  first 
quarter  hs.ve  been  running  about  30  percent  higher,  but  feed  prices  have  been 
about  35  percent  aliead  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  broilers  produced  in  1947  v/as  233  million,  3  percent 
above  1946,  and  18  percent  belov/  the  previous  peak  in  1945.     The  increase 
over  1946  occurred  despite  the  fact  that  the  average  price  received  by 
broiler  grov;ers  in  1947  rias  one-half  cent  less  than  in  1946,  and  feed  prices 
during  1947  averaged  about  20  percent  higner  chan  in  1946, 

The  commercial  broiler  industry  has  shov/n  remarkable  gro^vth  during 
the  past  15  years.     In  the  early  1930' s,  output  v»as  less  than  50  m.illion 
birds.    The  record  of  545  million  t.^ss  set  in  1945, 

The  tremendous  im.provement  in  the  efficiency  in  unit  output  partly 
explains  the  increases  in  the  broiler  industry  in  the  last  fevr  years.     In  » 
194G  and  1947  at  least  20  percent  more  dr". icken  meat  v/as  being  obtained  from 
a  pound  of  feed  t'lan  in  the  late  1930' s.     The  decrease  in  the  tim.e  necessary 
to  raisG  a  broiler  to  marketing  age  is  among  the  factors  responsible  for 
this  increase  in  efl'iciency.     For  example,  it  took  about  15  to  16  lYeeks  to 
raise  a  broiler  ,in  the  l-.te  1930>  s  \7hile  in  the  last  2  years  about  13  Tree]cs 
lias  boon  sufficient.    Another  reason  for  increased  efficiency  is  the  decline 
in  death  loss  due  to  better  managem.ent  PJid  improved  breeds.    Broiler  pro- 
duction requires  relo.tively  loiTor  fLxod  outlaw's  tl^an  do  some  alternative 
activities,  and  irith  corunercial  hatcheries,  nvmbers  can  be  increased  very 
rapidly. 
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Poultry  Products  Account  for  the  Sriiallest        .  ..... 

Proportion  of  Fann  Income  in  1947  in  Two  Decades 


Last  year  was  the  only  year  in  the  past  10 'in 'vfliich  poultry .  products 
did  not  account  for  at  least  10  percent  of  fariaers'  receipts.    Cash  receipts 
from  poultry  and  poultry  products  in  194-7  reached  a  record  2.9.  billion  dollars; 
but  were  only  9  percent  of  the  total  receipts  from  farm  marketings  and  17  per- 
cent of  the  receipts  from  livestock  and  livestock  products. 

The  proportion  of  farmers'  receipts  coming  from  poultry  and  poultry 
products  increased  steadily  up  to  19'43.    From  1910  to  1920,  poultry  and  poultry 
products  accounted  for  about  8  percent  of  total  receipts,     Ihe  proportion  in- 
creased to  about  10  percent  in  the  late  1920 ''s.    From  1935  to  1939,  fanners 
received  slightly  more  than  10  percent  of  their  cash  receipts  from  poultry 
and  poultry  products.    In  194-3,  the  proportion  reached  a  record  13  percent. 

Receipts  from  poultry  products  in  relation  to  livestock  and  livestock 
products  increased  sharply  during  the  war.     The  proportion  of  income  coming 
from  poultry  in  relation  to  livestock  and  livestock  products  ipcome  decreased 
substantially  in  1946' and  1947. 


Table  4s'  "  Cash  receipts  from  poultry  and  products 


:        Total,  poult 

ry  and 

:      poultry  products  as  a 

:  Con- 

.    Tctal  - 

percentage 

of 

'  Year 

•  Eggs 

:  Chickens 

:  mercial 

:  Turkeys 

:  poultry 

:  Total  live-: 

Total 

:  broilers 

:  and 

stock  and  : 

farm 

products 

livestock   :  marketings 

'  products  : 

:  'Mil, 

■  Milo 

Milo  ' 

Mil, 

Mile 

:  del. 

dolo 

del » 

dole 

dolo 

Percent 

Percent 

1925  -29  Av.  : 

6-90 

341 

1,091 

18  o8  ■■ 

10.0 

J.935-39  Av.  ; 

485 

213 

39 

63 

812 

17*9 

10,2 

1940 

468 

199 

72 

78 

827 

16.9 

.  9c9 

1S41 

663 

264 

103 

98 

1,141 

17.6 

•  10.2 

1942 

lj017 

389 

155 

145 

1,724 

19.0 

11,2 

1943 

:  1,445 

696 

238 

160 

.2,570  , 

22.4 

13.2 

,  1944 

.  1,365 

•  635 

227 

199 

2,455 

21^7 

12.1 

1945 

1,5C0 

696 

309 

245 

2,784 

23.2 

12,9 

1946 

1,480 

632 

269 

268 

2,681 

19.6 

10.9 

1947 

1,772 

552 

291 

227 

2,871 

16.8  ■ 

9.5 
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World  Ej-rp  Production  Substantially 
Be  lew  Prewar 

The  unfavorable  1947  grain  harvest  in  Europe  and  reduced  output  of  feed 
grain  in  United  States  mil  not  rerr.it  any  substantial  increase  in  vrorld  egg 
production  end  chicken  nunbers  in  1948.     In  1947,  poultry  numbers  and  egg  pro- 
duction in  Central  and  Westem  Europe  T:ere  about  three-fourths  of  those  in  the 
3/earG  .just  before  World  Y^ar  II.    Because  of  increases  in  North  America,  v.-orld 
egg  production  for  1947  is  reported  at  80  to  85  percent  of  prev.'-ar. 

Chicken  numbers  in  1947  for  most  European  countries  were  belov;  prewar, 
liovsx'er,  numbers  in  Spain,  France,  Ireland  and  the  Scandinavian  countries  had 
almost  recovered  to  prewar  levels.  On  the  other  hand,  the  large  prevrar  exporters 
of  eggs  and  egg  products --Denmark,  Poland,  and  Belgium— had  poultry  populations 
one-foi;rth  to  two-thirds  those  of  prewar o  In  the  United  Kingdom,  chicken  numbers 
T/ere  about  10  percent  below  prewar n 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  situation  in  Western  Europe,  chicken  numbers  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  increased  substantially  dixr  ing  the  war.     In  Canada, 
chicken  numbei-s  in  1947  were  about  one-half  greater  than  in  1934-38.     In  a  fev/ 
sm.all  Hear  Eastern  countries,  such  as  Lebanon,  Palestine  and  S^.Tia,  poultry'- 
numbers  were  about  the  same  or  moderately  larger  than  in  prewar s    A\istralia  also 
indicated  an  increase  in  egg  production* 

(NOTE:    The  above  statement  is  based  on  reports  issued  by  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelations  in  Foreign  Crops  and 
I-Iarket s  for  March  29,  1948;  also,  a  recent  publication  by  Food 
and  Arriculturs  Organization  on  Poultry  and  Eggs,) 

EGG  PRODUCING  TOUTS  ARE  BECOIIIUG  lAHGER  AlW  FKvVER 


Among  the  m.cst  important  changes  v;hich  have  been  occuring  in  American 
agriculture  during  the  past  decade  or  so  have  been  the  decline  in  the  numbers  of 
farms  and  an  increase  in  output.     In  1944,  for  example,  the  total  number  of  farms 
in  the  United  States  was  5,9  million— 13  percent  less  than  in  1934.    On  the  other 
hand,  the  agricultural  plant  produ.ced  about  ore-third  more*    The  egg  enterprise 
has  shov.Ti  similar  trend. 

Farms  reporting  prodv.ction  of  eggs  in  1944  produced  on  the  average  82  per- 
cent more  eggs  thsn  in  1934.    Output  per  farm  in  the  New  England  and  West  South 
Central  regions  more  than  doubled.    The  smallest  gain  occurred  in. the  Pacific 
States  where  production  per  farm,  rose  only  about  one-fifth.     In  all  other  regions, 
the  increase  v;as  from  50  to  100  percent  ^ 

In  1934,  egg  production  per  farm  was  the  largest  in  the  Pacific  States. 
But  in  1944  production  per  farm,  v:as  larger  in  the  New  England  and  fUddle  Atlantic 
States  than  in  the  Pacific  areas. 

The  large  increases  in  egg  production  per  farm  resulted  in  part  from  an 
increase  in  the  scale  of  poultry''  farm.s  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  farms. 
An  additional  factor  v-as  the  rise  in  production  per  layer.     (See  discussion  on 
page  6.) 
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Table  5."' Eggs  t    Average  production  pei*  farm  reporting 

193k  and  I9kk,  IMited  States  and  by 
regions,  United  States  Census 


•  igkh  as  a 

Region 

;  193^^ 

19^^^ 

'  percentage 

• 

;    of  193^ 

Dozen 

Dozen 

Percent 

New  Eng3.and 

760 

1,722 

227 

Middle  /\tlantic 

792 

1,538 

19k 

East  North  Centre.l 

528 

830 

157 

West  North  Central  ; 

566 

T  Toll 

199 

South  Atlantic  ; 

180 

172 

East  South  Central 

139 

253 

182 

Wesi:  South  Central  i 

206 

510 

21:8 

Mountain  ; 

U29 

697 

162 

Pacific                      i  l,Ok^ 

1,266 

121 

I 

United  States            :  387 

706 

182 

In  19^^;  ©ggs  were  produced  on  h-^/h  million  farms,  compared  with 
nearly  5,6  million  farms  in  1934,  a  decrease  of  I5  percent,     (Table  7 
and    figure  2.)       Decreases  of  I5  to  20  percent  occurred  in  the  North 
and  South  Central  States,  in  the  New  England  ar^d  Middle  Atlantic  States, 
The  number  of  farms  producing  eggs  in  the  Pacific  States  changed  little. 
These  shifts  have  been  brought  about  by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
farms  with  less  than  100  chickens  and  large  Increases  in  the  proportion 
of  farms  with  more  than  200  chickens.    In  193^,  80  percent  of  the  farms 
had  less  than  100  birds  and  pioduced  37  percent  of  the  eggs.    In  19^^^-, 
only  72  percent  of  the  farras  had  less  than  100  birds  and  produced  about 
27  percent  of  the  eggs.    On  the  ether  hand,  the  niimber  of  farms  with 
more  than  200  birds  rose  from  almost  6  percent  in  193^  to  more  chan 
11  percent  in  19^^.    Accordingly,  the  proportion  of  the  eggs  produced 
by  the  larger  fanns,  (farms  with  200  birds  or  more)  increased  from 
36  percent  in  I93I1  to  almost  50  percent  in  2.9kk . 

The  most  significant  changes  in  the  size  of  farm  flocks  occurred 
in  the  Nev:  England,  Middle  Atlantic,  and  North  Central  States.    In  these 
areas,  the  shift  from  the  small  to  large  flock(9  waa  very  pronounced. 
In  each  region,  the  number  of  farms  with  more  than  200  birds  at  least 
doubled  from  193^  to  19hk,    Little  change  occurred  in  the  size  or  dis- 
tribution of  farm  flocks  in  the  Mountain  and  Pacific  areas  since  these 
regions  already  vrere  highly  eomrnercialized  by  the  early  1930's.    In  the 
South  Central  States  some  moderate  shifts  from  the  small  to  large  flocks 
took  place.    However,  in  both  the  East  South  Central  and  West  South 
Central  States  most  of  production  is  still  in  tne  flocks  with  less  than 
100  birds . 


EGG  PRODUCTIQN.CLASSIFIED  BY  SIZE  OF  FLOCK, 

BY  REGIONS,  1934  AND  1944* 


DOZENS 
(  MILLIONS  ) 
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*BAS.t:D  ON  V.  S.  CENSUS  DATA  ON  EGG  PBODUCTION  CLASSIFIED  BT  SIZE  OF  FLOCK  ON  FOLLOWING  JANUARY  I 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  or  AGRICULTURE  FIGURE  I-  NEC.  46709       BU REAU  "OF  "AfeRICUtWjiAL. ECONOMICS 
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FARMS  REPORTING  EGG  PRODUCTION  CLASSIFIED  BY 
SIZE  OF  FLOCK.  BY  REGIONS,  1934  AND  1944* 
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BY  SIZE  OF  FLOCK  ON  FOLLOWING  JANUARY  1 
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Table  6. -Egg  production  classified  by  size  of  flock    on  following  January  J.,  United  States 

and  by  regions,  193't  and  19hk,  U.  S.  Census 


(Data  for  cover  chart  and  figure  l) 


Eeglon 

Under  50 

50  to  99 

100- 

■199 

200-399 

:  kOO  and 

over 

Total 

1931+  : 

I9UU  : 

iqLL. 

1931+ 

ighk 

:  19314-  : 

1914^1+ 

x?  J** 

IQkL. 

Percent  Percent 

Pfifp Ant 

Perf^snt 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

17.0 

10.0 

9.5 

k.6 

11.5 

6.2 

15.1+ 

8.9 

1+6.7 

70.3 

100.0 

100.0 

M.  Atl. 

10.0 

7.0 

13.2 

6.6 

17.8 

11. it 

20.2 

17.1 

38.8 

57.9 

100.0 

100.0 

B.  N.  C. 

10,8 

7.7 

22.6 

15.6 

36.3 

36.0 

21.5 

27.1 

8.8 

13.6 

100.0 

100.0 

W.  N.  C. 

10,1 

'+.5 

20.2 

9.9 

37.9 

33.5 

25.8 

1+0.6 

6.0 

11.5 

100.0 

100.0 

S.  Atl. 

36.6 

33.3 

22.9 

21.2 

16.0 

15.6 

10.5 

11.5 

lU.O 

18. 1; 

100.0 

100.0 

S.  S.  C. 

1+5. 1+ 

kO.2 

31.1 

32.9 

16.0 

18.0 

1+.7 

5.3 

2.8 

3.6 

100.0 

100.0 

W.  S.  C. 

33.7 

20.2 

27.7 

22.7 

22.9 

29.6 

10.9 

19.8 

1+.8 

7.7 

100.0 

100.0 

Mount. 

23.9 

16.5 

21.6 

17.2 

17.9 

21. U 

13.0 

15.0 

23.6 

.  29.8 

100.0 

100.0 

Pac, 

10.3 

12.2 

7.3 

6.6 

8.2 

6.1+ 

11.9 

8.1 

62.3 

66.6 

100.0 

100.0 

U.  S. 

17.'* 

12. S 

20.0 

lh.2 

26.h 

25.2 

18.2 

2h.O 

17.9 

23.8 

100.0 

100.0 

Table  7. -Eggs:  Number  of  farms  reporting  production  by  size  of  flock  on  following  January  1, 
United  States  and  by  regions,  I93I+  and  I9I+I+,  U.  S.  Census 

(Data  for  figures  2  and  3) 


Beglon 

Under 

50  : 

50  to 

99  : 

100- 

199 

:  200- 

399 

:    kOO  and  over 

:  Total 

I93I+  : 

igkk  : 

I93I+  : 

19kk  : 

I93I+ 

:  19kk 

:  I93I+ 

:  19kk 

1931+ 

:  19kk 

:  I93I+  : 

191+1+ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

K.  Eng. 

65. k 

51.5 

13.2 

10.2 

7.1+ 

7.0 

1+.7 

1+.1+ 

1+.3 

8.1 

95.0 

81.2 

M.  Atl. 

139.2 

108.6 

78.5 

1+8.5 

51.1+ 

38.9 

26.1+ 

28.3 

11+.9 

23.8 

310.1+ 

2k8.1 

E.  N.  C. 

3II+.9 

231.5 

291.3 

202.0 

233.6 

227.9 

65.7 

88.2 

9.7 

15.3 

915.2 

76I+.9 

W.  K.  C. 

307.9 

156.1+ 

296.1+ 

185.7 

298.1 

312.8 

107.7 

199.3 

10.6 

27.1+ 

1,020.7 

882.2 

3.  Atl. 

7I+3.3 

62k.  1 

151+.0 

156.0 

k6.0 

52.6 

12.1+ 

16.8 

.  1+.5 

6.7 

960.2 

856.3 

K.  S.  C. 

721+.1 

567.7 

177.5 

186.8 

1+5.9 

53.0 

5.5 

7.8 

0.9 

1.6 

953.9 

816.9 

W.  S.  C. 

671.9 

1+02.5 

181.0 

186.2 

71.1 

117.0 

15.5 

kl.6 

2.1 

6.6 

91+1.6 

753.9 

Mount . 

119.2 

81.5 

kk.k 

39.2 

19.0 

2k. 6 

5.8 

9.1 

2.8 

3.9 

191.2 

158.3 

Pac. 

119.1 

I2I+.7 

32.6 

31  .a 

16. U 

13.3 

10.1 

7.9 

12.8 

11.8 

191.0 

188.8 

U.  S. 

3,20i+.9  2,31+8.8  1,269.0  1,0U5.7 

7«y.9 

81+7.5 

253.9 

k05.8 

62.5 

105.2  5,579.2  k, 750.7 

Table  3. -Eggs:    Percentage  distribution  of  farms  reporting  production  by  size  of  flock  on 
following  January  1,  United  States  and  by  regions,  193*+  and  191+1+,  U.S.  Census 

(Data  for  figures  2  and  3) 


Region 

lAider  50 

50  to  99 

100-199 

200-399 

kOO  and  over 

Total 

•  I93I+ 

19kk 

I93I+ 

19kk 

193I+ 

19kk 

193I+ 

19kk 

I93I+ 

19k  k 

1931+ 

19kk 

Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent 

I'  Eng. 
M.  Atl. 

8.  H.  C. 

W.  H.  C. 

S.  Atl. 

S.  C. 

W.  S.  C. 

Movmt. 

Pac. 

U.  S. 


63.9 
kk.8 

31+. 1+ 
30.2 
77.1+ 
75.9 
71.1+ 
62.3 
62.3 


63.1+ 
1+3.7 
30.3 
17.7 
72.9 
69.5 
53.1+ 
51.5 
66.0 


57.5 


k9.5 


13.9 
25.3 
31.8 
29.0 
16.0 
18.6 
19.2 
23.2 
17.1 


22.7 


12.6 

19.5 
26. k 
21.0 
18.2 

22.9 
2k. 7 
2k. 8 
16.5 


22.0 


7.8 
16.6 

25.5 
29.2 
1+.8 
1+.8 
7.6 
10.0 
3.6 


8.6 

15.7 
29.3 

35.5 
6.1 
6.5 
15.5 
15.5 

17.3 


1+.9 
8.5 
7.2 
10.6 

1.3 
0.6 
1.6 
3.0 


5.1+ 
11.1+ 
11. ^ 
22.7 

2.0 

0.9 
5.5 
5.7 
1+.2 


I+.5 
1+.8 

1.1 
1.0 

0.5 
0.1 
0.2 

1.5 
6J_ 


1.1 


10.0 
9.6 
2.0 

3.1 
0.8 
0.2 
0.9 
2.5 
6^ 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


2.2      100.0  100.0 
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